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UM PLANS 33RD ANNUAL KYI-YO POWWOW 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will celebrate American Indian culture April 27-29 during 
the 33rd annual Kyi-Yo Powwow at the Adams Center. The event is organized by students in 
UM’s Kyi-Yo Indian Club.
Montana’s premier college powwow kicks off at 7 p.m. Friday, April 27, with a grand 
entry. Other grand entries, which feature dancers dressed in traditional Indian finery, will be 
held Saturday at 1 and 7 p.m. and Sunday at 1 p.m. Champion dancers from across Montana 
and the region will display their artistry throughout the weekend.
Powwow admission costs $3 per day for the general public and $2 for elders age 60 and 
older. Admission to all events for the entire weekend costs $10. Advance weekend passes will 
be available at a table in the University Center during the week before the powwow.
Admission is free to registered dancers, drummers and children age 4 and younger. Dance 
registration, which starts Friday and runs through Saturday at 2 p.m., costs $3 per contestant.
The days leading up to the powwow -  Kick-Off Week -  will feature events to educate 
and inform the public about Indian life. They are:




■ The Jordan Carson Memorial Scholastic Bowl for high school students from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Thursday, April 26, in the University Center.
■ A panel on indigenous art at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 26, in the University Center 
Copper Commons.
During the powwow on Saturday, the seventh annual Bonnie “Sim-Sin” Heavy Runner 
Memorial Tipi Race will be held at 11 a.m. in the River Bowl practice field north of the 
Adams Center. Named for the former director of UM’s Native American Studies Department, 
the race challenges contestants to erect a teepee as fast as possible.
Indian crafts will be on sale in the west wing of the Adams Center throughout the 
weekend.
The powwow master of ceremonies will be Chief Earl Old Person of Browning and 
Kenny Scabby Robe of White Swan, Wash. (Scabby Robe and his drum group, the Black 
Lodge Singers, were nominated for a Grammy this year.) The host drum will be Southern Cree 
from Rocky Boy. The head man dancer will be Steve Hunt of Alberta’s Blood/Blackfoot 
Nations; the head woman dancer will be Kathy Eaglespeaker of Olympia, Wash. The arena 
director will be Jonathan Windy Boy of Rocky Boy.
The Kyi-Yo Powwow is a drug- and alcohol-free event. The word kyi-yo means 
“grizzly” in Blackfeet. For more information, visit the Web site at 
www.umt.edu/asum/kyiyo/default.htm or e-mail kyi_yoclub@hotmail.com.
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